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1 Reason for Contribution

Response to http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/2006/OMA-BAC-2006-0019-ILS-from-3GPPSA1-on-avoiding-live-Streaming-interoperability-pbs.zip 

2 Summary of Contribution

A proposal for a written response to 3GPPSA1, including an invitation for a joint conference call.

3 Detailed Proposal

OMA-BAC and STI SWG would like to thank SA1 for this important liaison. 
This response addresses SA1 questions and also includes a list of clarification questions from BAC-STI to 3GPPSA1, listed at the bottom of this response. 
STI SWG answers to questions raised by SA1:
* What is the current status of STI ?

STI 1.0:

STI 1.0 is in candidate state: http://www.openmobilealliance.org/release_program/sti_v10.html
This means that it has passed OMA consistency reviews and is now in the IOP phase. 

Commercially, STI 1.0 is widely deployed in the MMS industry and gradually gains recognition in other domains such as content download. 
STI 1.1:
The current focus of STI SWG is on requirements gathering for the next version of STI.  The requirements are summarized in the STI 1.1 Requirements Document (which is still in Draft status):
· http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/PD/OMA-RD-STI-V1_1-20060208-D.zip
Both STI 1.0 and STI 1.1 are based on a Web Services interface, i.e. a request-response type interface which is well suited for transcoding of media files, but not for real-time media streams.  A summary of the STI architecture can be found at the following link.  
· http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/TP/ID/05/OMA-TP-2005-0030-STI-Socialization.zip
Please note that the last slide of this presentation is no longer up-to-date, STI 1.0 is now in Candidate status as mentioned above.
* Does STI address the issue of PSS interoperability as stated in S1-060154 ?  

The need for a standardized real-time transcoding interface (or at least a transcoding resource reservation interface) has been raised within BAC-STI, with the Push to talk Over Cellular (PoC) enabler as an example application. PSS is another example that could make use of such an interface. The definition of such an interface  does fall within the scope of the STI Working group.  The STI SWG has approached the OMA-POC WG with the following input contribution:

· http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/REQ/req-PoC2/2005/OMA-REQ-PoC2-2005-0217-Transcoding-and-POC-2.0.zip
Also, a first use case for real-time transcoding was presented within the STI SWG:

· http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/BAC/STI/2005/OMA-STI-2005-0048R02-Use-Case-For-Future-STI.zip
This activity does not currently have much momentum due to the lack of input contributions.  However, the STI SWG encourages SA1 to prepare input contributions with the PSS use case and also to participate in the activity to bring PSS expertise into the group, and to ensure that the eventual resulting interface does fulfil the PSS requirements.
* If not, is OMA BAC aware of any other WI in OMA that would address it ?
As explained above ,the definition of a real-time transcoding interface falls within the scope of the STI Work Item,
and therefore covers transcoding of any multimedia format, including real-time media, such as the one offered by PSS.

STI questions to 3GPPSA1:

1. Do you consider specifications for "Encoder-Server" and "Server-Server" to be in analogy with PSS TS 26.234 for "Client-Server"? If so, it seems to be out of the scope of STI. PSS TS 26.234 specifies mandatory and optional codecs and profiles so that transcoding shouldn't be needed.


2. Is your view on this instead that specific codecs and profiles shouldn't be standardized and that the interoperability problems are solved with a standardized way of using transcoders? If so, what is your idea of "an apprehensible session control and data transport procedures" from a transcoding point of view?


3. Do you see the interoperability problems mainly on a media formats and codec level, or on a session control and resource reservation level, or both?


4. Which parts of the interoperability problems do you believe should be addressed in STI?

STI SWG remains available for a joint conference call with SA1 to discuss our response, the above questions, and any other issues to clarify. 

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Send the proposed response to 3GPPSA1 and schedule a joint conference call.
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