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1 Reason for Contribution

One of the questions raised at the last Munich meeting was: “What is the authorization policy format? Is it a resource list?”. This contribution discusses some issues around this question.

2 Summary of Contribution

Another contribution (OMA-PAG-0159) described the various types of documents that are under consideration as a part of GM. This contribution points out some issues related to the format of such documents.

3 Detailed Proposal

XCAP appears to be the general solution for accessing and manipulating both lists as well as policy documents, so long as both types of documents can be expressed as well structured XML documents with identifiable “nodes” which are the targets of manipulation (read, write etc.).

A clear solution has not yet emerged in IETF, which we can rely on to decide on the format of the various documents. 

The SIMPLE Group appears to be moving in the direction of using draft-ietf-simple-presence-rules-00 for specifying a Presence Authorization Policy document. It uses as a basis the general structure defined in draft-ietf-geopriv-common-policy-00.

The format for representing Resource Lists appears to be converging around draft-ietf-simple-xcap-lists-02.

Groups (i.e. session setup policy) appear to have a parallel in the work in XCON in the conference policy control protocol (draft-ietf-xcon-cpcp-xcap-00). A conference policy document contains an access control list, which defines who can join a conference (similar to the group member list attribute in a PoC Group), and a Privilege Control List (which partially resembles the PoC owner attributes of a PoC Group). Thus, it is possible that this format could be used, with some amendments, to capture the needs for Groups in OMA.

There does not seem to be an identified format for Access Lists. This may need further work in OMA.

Determining the format of various policy documents is an open area, and we recommend that further investigation be done on the various choices before we settle on the document structure issue.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that the PAG group discuss the issues identified here, and additional investigations are completed before we can settle on the format of the various policy documents identified for GM.

It also highlights that work is needed, either in IETF or in OMA, on identifying a format for documents representing Access Lists (i.e., incoming session handling policies).
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