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1 Reason for Contribution

Anonymous IM is a mechanism by which the identity of the initiator of the conversation is hidden from the other party/parties involved in the conversation. By providing anonymous instant messaging service as a standard the mobile industry can exploit the unutilized potential of such a service.
2 Summary of Contribution

The input paper describes the importance and the business value of anonymous IM and discusses the requirements for implementing anonymous IM.
3 Detailed Proposal

At present, anonymous messaging service is provided in wired network by means of many proprietary solutions. Some illustrations of anonymous communication are anonymous telephone calls from payphones, anonymous letters from postal mail. MMS also supports anonymous messaging. Mobiles have the option of hiding sender’s number – suggests that anonymous calling is possible.

There are many use cases where concealing identity of the sender or anonymous messaging is required:
a. Anonymity allows people to engage in human rights (e.g. freedom of speech) advocacy, whistle-blowing and reporting abuse etc.

b. Informants, remaining anonymous, can submit information intended to assist the police in solving crimes and apprehending criminals. substitute
c. Traders can chat anonymously during a trade negotiation, thus enhancing communication between buyers and sellers. 
d. Business cases exist for medical environments as well: someone can expose information about what they’re experiencing without giving up their identity as in case of counselling and therapy for some kind of addiction. 
e. Anonymous IM is useful “To make new friends".
f. Anonymous IM has great application and business value in dating, romance, matrimonial, fun and other similar services.
Some of the high level requirements are mentioned below:

When a user Alice sends an anonymous instant message to another user Bob:

Alice expects that Bob:

1. cannot know Alice sent it

2. will know that the IM is anonymous, and not from a specific named user

3. will be able to reply to the message

Bob expects that he:

1. will know if an IM was sent anonymously

2. will be able to automatically discard anonymous IM if desired

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended that IM SWG investigate further for including anonymous IM as a requirement for the next version of IM specifications.
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