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1 Reason for Change

During the Montreal meeting the original contribution was discussed, and various objections expressed. Following subsequent discussions on the email reflector and at the London interim meeting, this revision proposes completely new text as an addendum to the text agreed in “OMA-MEM-2005-0036-CR_AD_IntroUpdate”. The purpose of the proposal remains the same – that is, an attempt to capture some of the types of email service currently deployed as examples of the types of service which the MEM enabler may  enable MNOs to deploy.

Note that the Introduction is ‘informative’ only, which is why this has been marked as a ‘clerical’ CR.

2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None

3 Impact on Other Specifications

None

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Adopt the proposed text as the Introduction for the MEM AD.

6 Detailed Change Proposal

4. Introduction
(Informative)

The objective of the mobile email enabler is primarily oriented toward permitting the user to engage in reading and sending of email messages.  The mobile email enabler aims at supporting this access to email by mobile device.  This support is expected to permit access from a variety of email deployment schemes available in the market: network operator; enterprise; or, independent third party provider.

In serving the mobile user, the mobile email architecture will focus on providing an over-the-air connection to the traditional email systems.  While there are some optimizations to these traditional email approaches that would improve performance in the mobile environment, it is expected that these optimizations are only between the email client and the connected email system and do not require fundamental changes to the underlying email infrastructure providing interconnection between email systems.

The email enabler design utilizes existing technologies as much as possible.  Preferences are for standards-based solution elements that will permit interoperability.  While there may be unique elements of the solution to address the mobile domain, the preference is for these to be consistent with and supportive of the technologies involved.

The architecture presents clear boundaries where elements can be interoperable, permitting clients and servers based on differing implementations to interwork.  To assist with this goal, the architecture provides clear limits or controls on the optionality or option selection available in the underlying technologies.  These will tend to be more restrictive than the base technology, thus making the OMA specified solution consistent with the underlying technology while still having a mobile-specific operational model (or profile) which provides known expected capabilities in the mobile domain.

The work on the mobile email enabler is built with knowledge of different technical solutions available.  These include purely standards-based as well as proprietary examples.  Integrating the mobile email enabler into these other solutions is not being addressed by this architecture.
From a market perspective, the problem which the AD attempts to solve is that of a wide variety of different types of mobile email service which have been deployed using an equally wide variety of different technological solutions – many of them proprietary. Examples of these service types may be characterised according to 3 pairs,: Firstly, services may be targeted at either consumer or corporate users, whose requirements are quite different (though there is also a ‘grey’ area in between these two – sometimes called ‘prosumer’); Secondly, the mail store may be hosted by the MNO, or else the MNO may provide a ‘pass-through’ to 3rd party email service providers; and Thirdly, the email service may be provided as a ‘standalone’ service, or else as part of a wider ‘integrated’ offering. Additionally, examples may be found of any combination of these three pairings (Eg, consumer hosted integrated; or corporate ‘pass through’ standalone; etc). The MEM Enabler aims to enable MNOs to deploy a similarly wide variety of mobile email services in a standardised way.
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