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1 Reason for Contribution

During the Hawaii meeting, Sharp took an AI, 0216-11, to answer questions that were raised concerning the Template Specification. This contribution is a response to those questions.

2 Summary of Contribution

Sharp has answered questions from the Hawaii meeting concerning Template Specification

3 Detailed Proposal

The MMS Message Template Definition Profile with its related schema is the official specification or blueprint by which the Template is implemented in a MMS capable handset. From time-to-time this specification will be updated and changed. This leads to questions concerning:

How is this change process managed? 

What is the impact on forward and backward compatibility?

What is the impact due to changes?

The MMS conformance document should indicate the version of the MMS Message Template Definition Profile. For example:  

MMS1.3 supports MMS template 1.0, MMS1.4 supports MMS template 1.1, etc. 

The largest part of the Message Template Definition(MTD) is the header part that describes meta information of the template itself. The template client can ignore meta information it does not recognize without consequence since it is not critical information for template behaviour. 

The critical part of MTD, that is mandatory for template profile1.0, is the head part that indicates: 

content-class, 

encode, 

to-header, 

subject-header, 

cc-header, 

The following parts will not change in future versions: 

 -composition part: It only references composition templates 

 -presentation part: It only references the presentation template

The template client cannot use a template when the template’s corresponding MM content class(indicated in the meta information of the MTD head element) is not supported by the template client. The template should be created to match the MM content class that will be supported by the MMS template client. If a new content class becomes available in the future new functionality will be added to the template profile to support the new content class, and there is no interoperability issue. In the composition part, the MMS client has functionality to invoke various device applications, such as a camera application. If the handset does not have the specified application, it can invoke the file manager to allow the user to select an appropriate file. In this way, users can at least use the template. 

The device applications that can be invoked from the template and its parameters should be standardized at some level to establish minimum interoperability. 

4 Intellectual Property Rights

N/A

5 Recommendation

MMSG should consider the Sharp response and comment.
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