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1 Reason for Contribution

This contribution underlines some areas for improving CR#0039-MM4-Route-Visibility. Also, explains the relationship between CR#0039 and MMS Stateful Hub solution.

2 Summary of Contribution

CR#0039 should be reviewed in order to address some of the issues identified below. Also CR#0039 should be seen as a complement to the solution provided by MMS Stateful Hub solution.  Stateful Hub solution was agreed by OMA MMSG as a solution to the problem raised by GSMA operators.

3 Detailed Proposal 

OMA-MMSG-2006-0039-CR-MM4-Route-Visibility

The following requirements seem to be missed out from the current version of CR#0039:

1/ Definition of MMS Interworking Providers address format.

Section 8.4.5.1 Adressing [TS 23.140] provides guidelines for this type of addresses. A common format should be specified by 3GPP and 3GPP2. GSMA only can recommend the use of a specific format. In order to avoid interoperability problems this format should be defined by 3GPP and 3GPP2.

2/ Definition of a “separator” to indicate the separation between MMS addresses.

MMS Interworking Provider addresses should be appended to the new information element and separated by a specified symbol “separator”, e.g. “,”. This “separator” should be specified by 3GPP and 3GPP2 in order to avoid interoperability problems. 

As an alternative to defining a “separator” it is possible to introduce up to 4 new information elements. Each one would contain the address of one MMS Interworking Provider.

3/ Mapping the new information element to the MM4 message format.

CR#0039 should also indicate how the new information element is mapped to STD 11 header, see section 8.4.4 Message format on MM4. It is necessary to add the new information element into the MM4 messages tables and define a suitable mapping to an STD 11 header.

4/ List of MMS Interworking Provider addresses.

It is recommended to define the order in which the addresses would be appended to the new information element,  e.g. X-MM-Interworking-Provider-Address:hub1, hub2, hub3 or :hub3, hub2, hub1. 

OMA-MMSG-2006-0013R03--LS-to-3GPP-on-GSMA-request-For-Hub

The above liaison statement was sent to GMSA IREG, PACKET and 3GPP indicating that Stateful Hub could provide a solution to the problem of paring MM4 REQ/RES to the same route (GSMA problem). This solution does not require changes to TS 23.140 specs.

During Vancouver meeting there were some comments indicating that the solution provided by CR#0039 addresses the GSMA problem and therefore there will be two solutions to the same problem. The reality is that CR#0039 complements the previously agreed MMS Stateful Hub solution rather than be an alternative solution. 

CR#0039 introduces only a new information element, which collects the addresses of MMS Interworking Provider(s), but this information is not copied back into the correspondent MM4 RES message. Therefore adding a new information element without additional behaviour on the MMS Relay/Server, does not resolve the original problem raised by GSMA operators. 

CR#0039 complements the Stateful Solution by listing the addresses of the MMS Hubs that have handled the MM while traversing the Interworking Providers network. 

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is recommended to review CR#0039 based on the above comments.
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