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1 Reason for Contribution

The document OMA-MMSG-2006-057R01, an updated version of OMA-MMSG-2006-050 addresses a problem when MM4 messages are send through more than one intermediate Gateway. 

2 Summary of Contribution

This document summarises the problems which may occur if the mentioned problem is fixed as described in the CR attached to document OMA-MMSG-2006-057R01
3 Detailed Proposal

The purpose of the document OMA-MMSG-2006-057R01 is to introduce two new IE on the MM4 interface in order to record the path which the MM took from the sending operator to the receiving operator. It is outlined that this functionality is needed if more than one intermediate Gateway is involved in the Massage flow.

In order to archive this functionality, Document OMA-MMSG-2006-050 introduces the Information Element “MMSIP-Address”. This IE shall capture the addresses of the “MMS Interworking Service Providers” called MMSIPs, which were involved in the MM4 Message transaction.

Neither the term nor the architectural element of MMSIP(s) is part the MMS specification. The MM4 interworking Model, described in chapter 6.6 of 23.140, does not foresee such intermediate Gateways or hubbing functions.
Taken this into account, it seems that the CR attached to document OMA-MMSG-2006-050 introduces an inconsistence into the specification when capturing addresses of architectural entities which are not known to the specification.
Furthermore the address format of the entities is not defined by the mentioned CR. Only references to GSMA Documents are introduced. It need to be considered that not all interested companies who need to have access to 3GPP documents have access to GSMA document, this may lead to different, not interoperable implementations. 
Moreover it is not defined how the MMS Relay/Server shall process the data included in the new IE element – it is neither defined that this data will be used for routing purposes nor that it will not.  

In general, independent of the concrete implementation of the functionality into the related standards, it is very questionable whether an introduction of a new information element into the standard can be seen as a bug fix, as indicated in document OMA-MMSG-2006-057R01.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

To MMSG: Take the above mentioned topics into account when taking a decision on document OMA-MMSG-2006-057R01.
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