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1 Reason for Contribution

I would like to initiate discussion on procedures and formats for handling of provisioning related materials within enabler releases.

As the support environment being defined by Device Management (DM) Working Group see broader use, the means by which groups document this use has varied.  Some include descriptions of the elements of the needed Application Characteristic (AC) file and some don't.  Those including the descriptions sometime stick them in a protocol specification making it less than obvious as to how a casual user may easily locate the information.

Thus, it seems if we can drive toward a common scheme, it will be easier for groups to 'know' what they need to do as well as how to get it done.

2 Summary of Contribution

This input document provides a basis of discussion and it includes two attachments to provide examples of a Provisioning Specification and a support AC file.  By using examples, it is hoped that the intention and expectation is somewhat clear.

The support AC file utilizes a SUP data file type that has not yet been agreed nor implemented.  Interest shown in this discussion will assist in moving that effort as well.

3 Detailed Proposal

The basic proposal would be for an Enabler, which utilizes the provisioning framework, to generate a provisioning specification that would be part of the Enabler Package.  This provisioning specification would provide a clear point of normative linkage for any actions or behaviours tied to the values managed in the provisioning data sets.  As such, it may be possible to associate SCRs to any such normative actions.

In addition to the normative specification, a copy of the related support file (e.g. AC or Managed Object (MO)) would be included in the enabler package.  This file would be 'informative' as it would not, itself, be source of normative linkages or instruction.  This file would be the basis of the file that would be available in the tech storage area for any machine reachable/readable activities.  This is similar to putting DTD files in the enabler so that there is clear linkage to the file to be stored in the tech DTD directly.

In support of this proposal two attachments have been provided.  The first is an example of the Provisioning Specification and the other is an example of the Support file constituting the AC file for the enabler.  Depending on the needs of real Enablers, MOs or other files may be needed and would be developed accordingly.  These are merely examples to foster informed discussion.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

This is a discussion document and is intended to weigh the interest of the membership in groups that have an interest in this subject matter.  Therefore, members are encouraged to react and respond to the proposal.  If there is general support, it would be expected that related procedure documents would be revised accordingly.  This would probably include:

· Procedures and expectations where DM would be expected to review the Provisioning doc and any support docs for correctness of format as part of the OMNA registration procedures.  These would normally be expected to occur during the spec development but, at the latest, could be done as part of the consistency review.

· REL would be expected to verify that the provisioning components and support files are included in the ERP for enablers citing DM technologies.  This would include proper references in the ERELD.  In addition, it would need to make sure the support files are properly loaded onto the portal technical area.

· Consistency Review would include these elements of the ERP and should be expected to make sure any normative material in provisioning spec is covered in SCR/ETR; SUP file (label names, paths, appid, etc) agrees with the normative material in provisioning spec; 
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