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1 Overview

This Liaison statement is in reply to the Broadband Forum liaison, dated March 5th 2009. 
2 Proposal

The OMA DM group thanks the Broadband Forum in its continued interest of the OMA DM enabler. The liaison addresses some of the questions contained within the last liaison from the Broadband Forum.

The OMA DM group believes that the main focus of the liaison was to address Convergence, an area where both the Broadband Forum and OMA DM group’s realms will overlap in the future.
The Broadband Forum asks: “In your definition of “converged devices,” you use the phrase “support one or more bearer technologies for services that can be consumed using one or more of those bearer technologies.”  What is included in your definition of one or more “bearer technologies?”  Do you mean multiple wireless technologies?  Or do you mean fixed/mobile convergence?  Or do you have an even broader concept?”

The OMA DM group would consider a converged device to be one that supports more than one bearer technology, such as WiMAX, 3GPP, 3GPP2, Wi-Fi, Ethernet, USB (or other) tethering, etc. This list is not exhaustive and technologies being considered for the future include cable and broadcast technologies.

The Broadband Forum asks: “Is a new major version of the DM enabler considered to be non-backwards compatible?”

The OMA DM group will not decide whether the DM Client will be backwards compatible or not. Whether this happens is dependent on the requirements that member companies submit. However, any DM server is likely to be backwards compatible.

The Broadband Forum asks:”What do you see as the relationship between a new major version and support of “converged devices?”  Do you see specific DM protocol requirements arising out of the support of multi-mode devices?”

The DM group is striving to ensure that the DM protocol will work regardless of the transport the device is currently attached to. Whilst not addressed yet, this covers many parts of the enabler, such as security, for example. 
Further information may be garnered from the OMA DM working group’s DM 2.0 Work Item Description document available from the OMA portal: 
http://member.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/Public_documents/TP/Permanent_documents/OMA-WID_0172-DM2_x-V1_0-20081006-A.zip
Please note that OMA has mandated fixed timescales for all new enablers, including DM 2.0. (DM 2.0 has the time line of finishing requirements gathering by November 2009, and finishing technical specs by October 2010.)
3 Requested Action(s)

4 Conclusion

The OMA DM Working Group would like to thank The Broadband Forum for their interest in Device Management activities and looks forward to continue our cooperation.
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