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1 Reason for Contribution

A Conformance Test Tool on any enabler is a valuable aid when developing earlier implementations. In OMA these tools are intended mainly to validate the implementations submitted to the Test Fests. However the potential they have is far beyond that. They can be used has debug tools to help members developing new implementations later than the approval of the enabler.
This contribution tries to promote in first a better support of OMA for the Conformance Test Tools development and in second to raise the importance given by OMA to the Conformance Test Tools even after the approval of a certain enabler.
2 Summary of Contribution

The process to have a Conformance Test Tool is a little bit slow since the respective IOP SWG has to perform an analyses on the package documentation to evaluate the need of a conformance ETS and a respective conformance tool. Also the costs associated with the development of the tool forces OMA to define a formal contest and to have a formal evaluation of all the proposals, a process that needs to be long.
In addition to this time constrains, OMA should have a posture promoting a fair and healthy competition on the mobile market by not giving a head advance to any company. It is easily accepted that the Test fest are a great help when developing new products. Companies that start their development after the end of the Test Fests period for a specific enabler, will have more difficulties to survive on a market with implementations where the interoperability was well tested.
Another aspect not to underestimate on this fairness principle is the advantage that the supplier of the test tool selected by OMA to be the official one, will have when compared with their direct competitor. In this case almost no space will be left for future, more complete implementations and since OMA “subsidies” the present ones will have not many chances either.

This contribution suggest several measures that tries to make the process lighter, faster and more fair to the mobile market for both the “implementation” vendors and test tools vendors.

3 Detailed Proposal

1) The first principle suggested is for every enabler there will be space for a Conformance Test Tool. However the TWG responsible for that specific enabler should indicate on the ETR:

a) Suggested SCR’s where the complexity would recommend a detailed verification of the implementation behaviour on a standalone perspective (rough definition of need for conformity testing …);
b) The SCR’s covered by each test requirement so IOP can focus only on covering those SCR’s reducing the size of the tool;
c) Their opinion about the need for a Conformance Test Tool for that particular enabler having in mind that the tool will have to simulate other nodes behaviour including dependent enablers.
2) Member companies are encouraged to submit information about their willing to sell or distribute their own tool to the market or intention to produce one. 

3) There will be a page to list all the available conformance test tools for a specific enabler and not only the selected tool to be used has the entry criteria for the Test Fest. Those tools would be listed from the moment the WID is defined. It is suggested to simply add a new column to the OMA Release Program and Specifications page.
4) It will be a responsibility of IOP to recommend if OMA should subsidise the production of a tool based on the following assumptions:
i) There are no companies that have already signalled their intention to produce the tool on their own, meaning that the test market for that particular enabler is not expected to drive on its own the production of test tools;
ii) The complexity of the enabler as advised by the TWG and after IOP evaluation is such that a conformance test tool is really required to assure correct implementations;
iii) There is enough budget to produce a quality tool.
5) Irrespectively of the tool selected all the tools vendors will have the right to have their tool evaluated by IOP so their tool can be also accepted to be used as the entry criteria for the test fest. At the page listing the test tools the result of the evaluation might be visible

6) If the conditions is 4) suggested the development of a tool, the development should be supported even if the approval of the enabler will happen before the deployment of the tool.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is requested for the group to analyse the proposal, make the necessary changes and if agreed to provide resources to update the OMA affected processes.
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