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Liaison Relationship Request

	Title:
	Request to Establish Relationship with Linux Phone Standards Forum (LiPS)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 OMA Confidential

	From:
	OMA DM, OMA_LOC

	Submission Date:
	23 January 2007

	Contact(s):
	Diego ANZA
diego.anza@orange-ftgroup.com
Peter C. Thompson

pthompso@qualcomm.com

	Attachments:
	n/a


Specifics of the Proposed Relationship

	Issue or question
	Input from requestor
	Response or comment from EL

	Name of External Organization
	Linux Phone Standards (LiPS) Forum 
	

	Date of Request
	23 January 2007
	

	1. Identification of the External Body

	1.a Description, web site, pointer to policies if available
	http://www.lipsforum.org
	

	1.b Scope of the requested Agreement (what do you need to do)?  Expected duration.
	Cooperation in related technical specifications.
LiPS Forum is specifying different Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) mainly based on enablers defined in OMA.

Some situations will happen in which LiPS will need to liaise with OMA; for instance asking guidance or recommendations from OMA about the best ways to analyse and use some parts of existing OMA specifications
Establishing a liaison relationship between OMA and LiPS Forum will enable the creation of an efficient and fruitful channel of communication between these two standardisation organisations.
	

	1.c Contact point or liaison officer on OMA side
	Diego ANZA

Chair of OMA REQ

diego.anza@orange-ftgroup.com
Peter C. Thompson
Chair of OMA DM

pthompso@qualcomm.com
	

	1.d Contact point or liaison officer on external body side
	Haila WANG, Chairman of Linux Phone Standards Forum
	

	2. Document Confidentiality

	2.a Confidentiality policy of the External Body if available
	Article 6 of the LIPS Forum Internal Policy provides that :
1°) Members shall not, as part of their LIPS activities, exchange confidential information among themselves unless to the extent necessary to achieve the lawful purpose of the LIPS Forum;

2°) Members’ and/or LIPS Forum confidential info shall be kept confidential with at least same degree of care…

3°) Members will disclose or copy such confidential info. Only to their employees having a need to know. Confidentiality obligation expires 3 years after disclosure.  
	

	2.b Assuming that OMA documents are not confidential unless marked otherwise, do you agree that no additional confidential-related provisions are needed for OMA documents to be viewed by the external organization ?
	The OMA specifications are, for the most part, public.

No additional confidential documents are needed.
	

	2.c If the external organization has confidential documents, do you need to :

· review (some of) this confidential material within OMA without disclosing it further?

· incorporate (some of) this confidential material in OMA specifications?

· use (some of) this confidential material in OMA developments related to Marketing, IOP, others?
	There is no need to review the confidential documents of the LiPS Forum.

There is no need to incorporate any confidential material from the LiPS Forum in OMA specifications.

There is no need to use any confidential material from the LiPS Forum in OMA developments, related to Marketing, IOP, others.
	

	3. Copyrights

	3.a Are you aware of the copyright policy of the external organization ?
	A copyright license is granted for redistribution and use of the software and associated documentation files (see Exhibit 1 of the LIPS Forum Internal Policy; see also answer to question 4.b below)
	

	3.b Will you include material from the external organization in OMA documents if their copyright need to be acknowledged (this requires definition of the critical amount of material which will trigger the copyright acknowledgment, and will require tracking of the material ) 
	Not likely.
	

	4. Intellectual Property Rights

	4.a Do you plan to include in OMA documents material coming from the external organization which may have IPRs attached to it?
	Not likely.
	

	4.b Are you aware of the IPR policy of the external organization?  (Note: if the IPR policy of the external organisation is similar to the OMA one –ie RAND, and relevant patents should be declared as early as possible-, then the establishment of liaison agreement may be facilitated) 
	LIPS Forum has adopted an IPR policy with respect to Member Specification Contribution (Section 4 of the LIPS Forum Internal Policy):

1°) IPR’s in the Member’s contribution remain the ownership of the contributing Member;

2°) Members grant LIPS Forum a worldwide, royalty free and irrevocable copyright license to reproduce and modify their contribution for incorporation into a specification. Full assignment also possible;
3°) Members shall use reasonable efforts to timely inform LIPS Forum of the existence of any essential patent (“Necessary Claims”)

3°) Members must grant any requesting party a FRAND license to use their Necessary Claims, subject to reciprocity;

4°) Members shall not transfer their Necessary Claims in view of circumventing the above obligations;
5°) After a Specification is adopted, Members to discuss patent pools or similar arrangement aimed at facilitating the adoption of the Spec.
	

	5. Exchange of Liaison Officers:

	5.a Do you need to send OMA representatives, representing OMA, to meetings of the external organization?  Their rights and the conditions for their participation at these meetings will need to be established. 
	Not likely
	

	5.b Do you need External organization representatives to attend OMA meetings and which conditions and rights do you need them to be subject to: partial or total attendance, to WGs, to TP, voting or non voting, meeting fee or waiver, etc)
	Not likely
	

	6. Collaborative Work Methods:

	6.a Do you need to set up a collaborative working process with the external organization (beyond the exchange of documents and officers which has been explored above)?  Note that this may result in additional delays in establishing the liaison agreement.
	There is no need to specify a specific working process. The way to work with this external organization (LiPS Forum) would be similar to the working process with other external organization (exchange of documents and liaison statements and recommendations).
	

	6.b Do you need to work jointly with the external organization on a document and have joint ownership and maintenance of the document?  Which process will be used for elaboration, approval and publication of the results?  Do you need OMA and the external organization to have joint copyright of the document?
	Not likely
	

	6.c Do you need to make reference to the work of the other organization in an OMA document?  Do you need to make informative reference?  Do you need to make normative reference?  How do you need to handle the maintenance/evolution of referenced material?
	NO
	

	6.d Do you need to transfer an ongoing work item from the external organization into OMA?  Do you need to transfer an approved specification from the external organization into OMA (and will maintenance be done by OMA or jointly)?
	NO
	

	7. Additional Information

	7.a Any requirement not covered above 
	None
	


Proposed Action

Introduction to Linux Phone Standards (LiPS) Forum

The Linux Phone Standards (LiPS) Forum is a standardisation organisation that was founded in November 2005 to help accelerate the adoption of Linux in fixed, mobile and converged devices.The main objectives of LiPS Forum are to define a standardized software platform which allows applications and services to be deployed across all types of Linux telephony terminals (including mobile, fixed/mobile convergence phone) , fostering interoperability and promoting adoption of Linux
In order to meet these objectives, LiPS Forum is working on the following activities:
a. Standardisation of Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) focusing at service layers of Linux-based terminal platforms.
b. Definition of Reference implementations 
c. Cooperation with other standardisation organisations. 
For example, LiPS Forum is already collaborating with OSDL (Open Source Development Labs) to reduce Linux fragmentation in the mobile space and provide the industry with open, flexible and customizable Linux-based solutions. LiPS Forum started also working with OMTP (Open Mobile Terminal Platform) on the establishment of an official liaison relationship.
Illustrations of some areas of Application Programming Interfaces being specified by the LiPS Forum and relationship with existing OMA enablers.

The APIs being specified by LiPS Forum are mainly targeting at the higher layers (service layers) of Linux-based platforms, the layers that enable the development and deployment of applications and services by device manufacturers, third party software vendors and operators.
Hence, LiPS Forum is focusing on the standardization of services APIs, such as graphical APIs, telephony services APIs, enabler services APIs (messaging, presence, PIM, voice calling, etc), application management and platform management services APIs, as described below:

Graphical APIs: 
- To provide applications with graphical associated features (User Interface).
Enabler Services APIs : 

- To provide applications with service enablers (such as voice and video call, PIM, log register, messaging, multimedia content handling and browsing capabilities).
Application Management Services APIs: 

- To enable application life-cycle, i.e. downloading, installation, launching, suspending, resuming, termination, removal, update, etc. Security and applications access rights control to the platform services are also addressed.
Platform Management Services APIs: 

- To enable platform configuration, maintenance and software update
The Enabler Services APIs being specified by LiPS Forum are mainly based on OMA Enabler Specifications, including (this is no exhaustive list) 

· OMA Device Management (OTA…)

· OMA Data Synchronisation

· OMA Instant Messaging & Presence

· OMA MMS and Browsing
· OMA Secure User Plane Location
Request for Liaison and Potential Benefits of Liaison:

As illustrated above, the enabler services APIs being specified by LiPS, are based upon OMA specifications, then some situations will happen in which LiPS Forum will need to liaise with OMA: for instance asking guidance or recommendations from OMA about the best ways to analyse and use some parts of existing OMA Enabler Specifications.
Therefore main keys of cooperation between OMA and LiPS Forum are:

The establishment of an official liaison relationship (e.g. cooperation agreement, cooperation framework or any other) between OMA and LiPS Forum will create an efficient and coordinated channel of communication between these two standardisation organisations.
Potential benefit of liaison is to promote the best usage and applicability of OMA enablers specifications by the LiPS Forum and to ensure a consistent specification by the LiPS Forum of Application Programming Interfaces (APIs) based on existing OMA enablers. 
© 2002, Open Mobile Alliance Ltd., All rights reserved
Page 1 (of 1)
© 2007 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 1 (of 7)
OMA Confidential.
[[OMA-Template-LiaisonRelationshipRequest-20070101-I]


