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1 Reason for Contribution

During a joint meeting between ~REL and IOP. It was noted that there have been cases when a single ETS has been split into two or more ETSs. The portal cannot currently track such a split. 
This could potentially happen to other document types also.
In addition, it may happen that two documents may merge to become a single “child” document. 

Following on from this it could be foreseen that a document may split and that one part of that split may later be merged with an another document.

2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution looks at the implications for the portal of such splits and merges.
3 Detailed Proposal

1) Document split.
To handle document splits, the portal would need to provide a mechanism to allow someone to indicate the split of the document. The person should be able to indicate the parent document, and be able to modify the new name, title and other characteristics of each “child” document.
The portal would need to be able to record the split and track from each child back to the parent and from parent to all children.
When viewing the previous versions of the “child” documents it should be possible to view the versions back to the parent and to also see the previous versions of the parent document.

The previous versions screen should indicate where the split took place and allow the person to follow each branch of the split.
2) Merging documents.

In the case where two documents are merged into a single child document, the portal should provide the mechanism for a person to indicate which two documents are merged. The person should be able to modify the new name, title and other characteristics of the new “child” document.

The portal would need to be able to record the split and track from the child back to the parent documents.

When viewing the previous versions of the “child” document it should be possible to view the versions back to the split of the parents and to also see the previous versions of each of the parent documents.

The previous versions screen should indicate where the split took place and allow the person to follow each branch of the split.

2) Complex cases.
The portal should also be able to handle more complex cases which could possibly arise.
· A document may be split into two or more parts and then one of the children of the split may be further split at a later date.

· A document may be split into two or more parts and, at a later date, one of the children for the split may be merged with another document.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL Committee is requested to provide feedback and comments on this information.
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