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1 Reason for Change

Recent issues with the demotion of Candidate Releases back to Draft status have prompted the need to review whether the procedures for demotion and obsolescence are adequate.  As a result this document proposes a number of revisions of section 12.3 which describes the process for managing obsolescence:
· Text added to clarify that REL should be in the loop for proposals to make a Release obsolete, so as to allow for checking any dependencies that may be affected.

· Text added to discourage (but not prohibit) the demotion of already published Candidate or Approved specifications
· A general clean-up to make the text flow better (without changes to the meaning). Note that the word “obsolence” does not exist in English (should be “obsolescence”)!
As such, the revisions do not actually change any process or procedures, but just provide clearer text on the existing practices.
R01: revisions according to the discussion on the May 26 REL call.  Deleted the sentence on demoting Candidate Releases back to Draft. Changed “obsoleteness” back to “obsolescence”.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None
3 Impact on Other Specifications

None
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL is kindly requested to discuss and agree this proposal, if appropriate.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Change section 12.3 as indicated by the revision marks
12.3 Managing Obsolescense
OMA documents may evolve over time which results in multiple versions.  As a consequence, older versions may become obsolete as they are replaced by later versions. OMA does not maintain obsolete documents and discourages their use. It is important to properly indicate that a document has become obsolete. Obsolescence of a document SHALL NOT reduce its public availability. Documents SHALL be made obsolete by giving them the Historic status (‘H’ see Table 4).
Document obsolescence shall be managed by:

1) clearly identifying a document as obsolete (e.g. by identifying a new version that replaces it or by explaining that the specifications are no longer relevant)

2) giving the obsolete document the Historic status
A group SHALL consider documents for obsolescence after a suitable period. For example the technical direction is no longer pursued, or because of the number of subsequent versions of the document that have been approved.

A proposal to change a document state to Historic SHOULD be socialized with REL so as to check for any dependencies that may be affected, and MUST be presented to TP for approval. The proposal SHOULD provide the reason to change the document state.
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