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1 Reason for Change

The Release Handling Processes document explains Release Handling procedures from WID registration through approval of the Release by TP, but it lacks text on managing obsoleteness of Releases.

This document proposes to add a new section 5.3.5 with text to explain how Releases are made obsolete.  This text is based on the text currently in the Process document.  In addition, there is a proposal for text to discourage (but not prohibit) the demotion of already published Candidate or Approves Releases back to Draft status. 

Impact on Backward Compatibility

None
2 Impact on Other Specifications

None
3 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

4 Recommendation

REL is kindly requested to discuss and agree this proposal, if appropriate.
5 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Add a new section 5.3.5 as follows
5.3.5      Release obsoleteness

It can be appropriate to make a Release obsolete when it is replaced by a new version or when it has no more relevance in the market.  A proposal to make a Release obsolete SHOULD be socialized with REL and MUST be approved by TP.  

Documents that are part of only obsolete Releases receive the Historic (“H”) status.  The Historic status does not affect public availability of a document.  It is therefore important to identify Releases that have become obsolete and documents that have become Historic.

A Release that has reached Candidate or Approved status SHOULD NOT be changed back to Draft status at any time.  

A Candidate or Approved Release has been published by OMA and may already be in use in the industry.  Changing a Candidate or Approved Release back to Draft Status can give confusing and inconsistent messages to the industry.  The most appropriate way for a WG to make changes to a Candidate or Approved Release is to make the current version of the Release obsolete (by making its deliverables Historic) and to create a new version of the Release, possibly inheriting deliverables from the older version.
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