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1 Reason for Contribution

At the meeting in Vancouver REL discussed the appropriateness of the terms “Candidate” and “Approved” for Release states.  This discussion was sparked off by the current tendency among new WID proposers to rush Releases to Approved status without IOP testing, and by comments from some members about “Candidate” suggesting incomplete or unstable work.  As a conclusion of this discussion, REL agreed that we should improve the description of the concept of Candidate and Approved Releases on the public portal.
This contribution proposes a complete revision of the text describing the OMA Release Program on the public portal to improve the description of “Candidate” and “Approved” Releases and of the deliverables they may contain.

2 Summary of Contribution

This document proposes a re-write of the original text on the public portal which can be found at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/Technical/releaseprogram.aspx.  The most important changes are the following:
· Revised the text describing Candidate and Approved Releases, to make it more convincing that a Candidate Release is stable and implementable.  The revised text also better describes the concept of the public review, which was not very clearly explained in the original text.
· Added information on the versioning of OMA Releases and the Historic state.  The original text did not describe this.
· Added explicit links to the Releases published on the portal (which are also available from the menu on the left) and the Releases published for Public Review.

· Added descriptions of the Technical Specifications, ERELD/RRELD and Enabler Interoperability Report in the section on OMA document types.  These documents are present in most Releases, so it is appropriate to describe them here.
· Removed the Enabler Test Requirements and Enabler Validation Plan from the list of OMA document types.  Note that (Candidate) Release Packages seldom contain these documents, so they may only confuse the non-expert reader.  These documents, as well as the other IOP related deliverables, are better described under the IOP section of the public portal (which is currently rather awkwardly titled “TestFests” and could also do with a revision…).
· Added a short paragraph mentioning additional document types, but without going into detail. 

· Added a description of the Combined Release Document, the use of which is becoming more common now that we have Lightweight Development Procedures.
· Added a section describing the document identifier system, and in particular the document states “-D”, “-C”, “-A” and “-H”.  The purpose of this section is specifically to describe the status of Draft documents which are publicly available but should be used with care.
Section 3 shows what the resulting text on the public portal would look like, with hyperlinks included.
3 Detailed Proposal

OMA Release Program

OMA Releases
OMA publishes two types of Release:

( An Enabler Release is a set of technical specifications that can be implemented in products and solutions and can be tested for interoperability.  An Enabler Release is usually made up of Requirements specifications, Architecture specifications and technical specifications.
( A Reference Release is a set of specifications, white papers or other documents that cannot be implemented or tested for interoperability on their own, but are intended for reference to support Enabler Releases. The most common purpose of Reference Releases is to provide data definitions, design patterns, guidelines or best practices for developing other Releases.  

OMA Releases are published in two phases:

     ( Candidate Release – When OMA has approved the documents making up a Release they are published as a Candidate Release.  A Candidate Release is complete, stable, and ready for use in the Industry.  
As soon as published, a Candidate Release also becomes available for Public Review during which anybody can raise any issues with, or propose any revisions to the Release using the problem reporting procedure.  The length of the Public Review period is at least 30 days and depends on the nature of the Release.  
     ( Approved Release – A Candidate Release becomes an Approved Release when the Public Review ends or, in the case of an Enabler Release, when the validation criteria for interoperability have been satisfied.  Enabler Release interoperability can be validated through the OMA IOP program or by alternative means, for example through testing outside OMA.
All OMA Releases have a version number, and OMA may maintain several versions of a Release at any time.  Versions of a Release may become obsolete over time as technology evolves or as older versions are superseded by newer ones.  Versions of Releases that are no longer maintained by OMA are labelled as Historic but remain publicly available.  OMA discourages the use of Historic Releases however, and you should not implement Historic Releases.
( Click here to see all Releases maintained by OMA.
( Click here to see Releases under public review.
OMA Document types
OMA Releases are made up of different types of documents which are publicly available from this portal.  The most important OMA document types are the following:

( Requirements Documents (RD) –specify the (technical) requirements for an OMA Release and describe the use cases that drive these requirements. 

( Architecture Documents (AD) – specify the functional components and interfaces of an OMA Release, and may also describe high level security and charging aspects of the Release. 

( Technical Specifications (TS) – specify the technical content of the Release, such as Application Programming Interface (API) definitions, data definitions, protocol specifications or protocol bindings for APIs.  The Technical Specifications of an Enabler Release contain Static Conformance Requirements (SCRs).  These formally define which functionality is mandatory and optional in an implementation so as to enable interoperability testing.
( Enabler IOP Reports – describe if and how an Enabler Release has satisfied the interoperability validation criteria through testing in the OMA IOP program or through alternative means, if any.
( Release Definitions (ERELD/RRELD) – the Enabler Release Definition (ERELD) and Reference Release Definition (RRELD) are short documents describing the specifications that make up the Enabler Release or Reference Release, respectively.

( Other documents – In addition to the documents described above, a Release may contain Data Definition Specifications, support files containing machine readable content such as XML schema, Overview Documents describing high level architectures, white papers and other types of document.  
Specific deliverables exist for Enabler Release validation, such as the Enabler Test Requirements, Enabler Validation Plan, Enabler Test Specification, Enabler Test Report, Enabler Implementation Conformance Statement (EICS) and others, some of which are described on the overview pages of the OMA validation program.

( Combined Release Documents –smaller Releases sometimes combine several of the above deliverables into a single Combined Release Document.  A Combined Release Document can merge any combination of deliverables, most common of which is the combination of AD and TS, or the combination of RD, AD and TS in a single document. The Combined Release Documents for some Enabler Releases also include validation related documents such as the Enabler Test Specification.
OMA Document identifiers
OMA uses a system of document identifiers that reflect the date, version and Release the document belongs to, as well as the status of the document:

( Documents under development are marked as Draft with the extension “-D”.  Most Draft documents are publicly available on the OMA Portal so as to provide transparency to the Industry on the specification process in OMA.  You should be aware however, that Draft documents have not yet been approved as part of a Candidate or Approved Release and therefore cannot be considered complete or stable.
( Documents belonging to a Candidate Release have the extension “-C”.  These represent stable, complete and OMA approved specifications, ready for use in the Industry.
( Documents belonging to an Approved Release have the extension “-A”.  These represent documents for which the Public Review period has ended or which have satisfied the validation criteria for the Enabler Release (e.g. through interoperability testing).
( Documents belonging to a Historic Release have the extension “-H”.  OMA discourages the use of these documents.
4  Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL is kindly requested to discuss and, if appropriate, agree this proposal for updating the text on the OMA Release Programme on the OMA public portal.
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