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1 Reason for Change

In 2010 OMA discussed the concept of Profiles and Deployment Suites as instruments to adapt OMA Releases to specific contexts of deployment.  The concept of Profiles and Deployment Suites was evaluated in a trial in 2010, but neither TP nor REL has actively followed up on these trials since then.

Recently, IOP has identified Profiles and Deployment Suites as appropriate means to address RCS-e and SIMPLE IM V1.0 and V2.0 testing.  These tests involve multiple Releases, profiled specifications and specifications from external organizations. As such they pose a challenge to the current OMA IOP program.
The purpose of this Change Request is to describe the concept of Profiles and Deployment Suites in the Release Handling Process.
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

None
3 Impact on Other Specifications

None
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

Following the extensive discussions on Profiles and Deployment Suites in 2010, the experience gained in the 2010 trial and the more recent discussions with IOP, this CR takes a lightweight approach.  Section 6 below proposes text for the Release Handling Process document that defines Deployment Suites and Profiles as Informative documents, without any formal process attached.
This CR deliberately does not describe that Profiles or Deployment Suites need to be written by a particular WG (for example the WG that owns the original Release), or that Profiles or Deployment Suites need to be specified in a Work Item.  This enables maximum flexibility in applying Profiles or Deployment Suites without making them formal instruments that require new OMA Process.  It allows for example that a Profile or Deployment Suite is written by an Incubator Group or a BoF.

The only issue that will have to be sorted out by IOP is how to test (informative) Deployment Suites, since the current IOP Process only addresses the testing of Normative (“-C” or “-A” documents), and produces Normative test documentation.  This may require additional revision of the IOP Process.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Add section 5.4 as follows
5.4     Deployment Suites and Profiles

OMA publishes Releases of varying scope and granularity.  Whereas some Enablers can be deployed as applications or services, other Enablers are building blocks that are only meaningful when deployed together with other Enablers.  Also, for some deployment contexts there is a need to agree on a reduced feature set of an OMA Release.  

Profiles and Deployment Suites are lightweight instruments to adapt OMA Releases to specific deployment scenarios.

5.4.1 Profiles

A Profile is an Informative document describing a subset of features of a published OMA Release or external specification, to be used in a specific context of deployment.
A Profile MAY make Optional features Mandatory.  A Profile SHOULD NOT make Mandatory options Optional.   A Profile SHALL NOT introduce new features that were not specified in the original Release.

5.4.2 Deployment Suites

A Deployment Suite is an Informative document describing a combination of OMA Releases, Profiles and/or specifications originating from external organizations that should be tested and deployed together.
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