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1 Reason for Contribution

When I read the input (OMA-ARC-2003-0323R01-PresenceAsACommonFunction.zip) for London written by Johan Hjelm about Common Function (CF) and his proposal to make Group Management (GM) a candidate I was very happy to notice others think the same way. As far as I know Johan’s input was only noted and nothing else happened.
2 Summary of Contribution
Due to Johan’s input and the knowledge about the work item WI-0062 (Interfaces to Common Functions) I changed the PAG’s WID proposal to reflect that the GM is an expected common function as identified by the Arch WG. I would like to start the GM work item within the PAG and need to know if ARCH WG members share Johan’s view on GM as a CF. 
I have to delete my link to the expected ARCH CF approval for GM before the WID-0086 really starts if we have no or a negative decision from ARCH. 
3 Detailed Proposal

Group Management is the industry recognized capability for associating common attributes about a group of contacts (e.g., individuals). Group Management can be viewed as an enabler of group based communication. For example, Group Management is used in MMS or SMS to send one message to many individuals, at once. Also, Group Management is used in Presence to facilitate authorization of many individuals who may wish to access another individual’s presence information. Yet another example of Group Management is the use of a group definition to facilitate session initiation of many individuals to the same conference call. Even in Location enabler work, Group Management can be used to differentiate colleagues that are either in our out of the office. In all of these examples, there are common attributes that could be defined, in common, in order to allow a single Group Management enabler to be used consistently across other OMA enablers. This commonality to Group Management would permit the interworking amongst enablers with Group Management capabilities. For example, a group context defined within a presence enabler could be used to initiate a conference call amongst your online friends. Consistency of the OMA group capabilities is of paramount importance as OMA matures to provide interworking across its enablers.

Groups and elements of Group Management are being developed in a number of different working groups in OMA. For example the following work items have features that contain Group Management capabilities:

· WI-0027 - IMPS-Enablement Interface Technology

· WI-0028 - SIMPLE IMPS Service Definition

· WI-0031 - WV-SIP/SIMPLE Interworking

· WI-0037 - The Maintenance and enhancement of the Games Services Specifications

· WI-0043 - Push to Talk over Cellular (PoC)

· WI-0054 - Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) Push OTA

· WI-0061 - Interworking of Messaging Systems

· WI-0073 - OMA-Presence
This indicates that there is value in working in common across OMA to identify some common Group Management function characteristic, rather than possibly end up with divergent and differing definitions of Group Management across different enablers. 
During the R&A for GM as work item for PAG in Jan 2004 concerns were raised that the reference to the expected decisions were not closed before the R&A started. This contribution asks the ARCH WG to decide about an approval of GM as a CF. Additionally the proposed Common Function Tracking Document <  http://www.openmobilealliance.org/ftp/ARCH/ID/04/OMA-ARC-2004-0011-Common-Functions-Tracking-Document.zip > also suggests GM as a common function but need approval by ARCH for the baseline document and its examples.
4 Intellectual Property Rights Considerations

No IPRs known to the author.
5 Recommendation

I would like to get an approval from the ARCH group

· that Group Management should be handled as a common function
· and subsequently replace chapter 7 of the proposed CF tracking document (ARC-2004-0011) with chapter 3 of this input contribution
· and update the status of the CF GM accordingly

Additionally I would like to get a definition from ARCH WG for Common Function since the PAG WG had trouble in communication due to different interpretations. 
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