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1 Reason for Change

ARC previously removed all use of “reference points” from the AD template; we should clarify the use of interfaces and reference points in the Best Practices document.  
2 Impact on Backward Compatibility

No enabler specifications need to be changed.  
3 Impact on Other Specifications

ARC previously removed all use of “reference points” from the AD template.  Interfaces are a preferable way to describe access to/from enablers because the interface concept places no restrictions on the calling/invoking element.   This is especially important since many OMA enablers will be used by applications, in addition to other OMA enablers, and we cannot explicitly specify those applications as endpoints of a reference point.  Also, the intent is that when an enabler is defined, we will not even know the full set of enablers that will use it.
We need to describe how to show interfaces and reference points in ADs.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

The Best Practices document should be modified as shown in section 6.
6 Detailed Change Proposal

Change 1:  Fix FAQ dealing with Interfaces vs Reference Points
6.3 Should an AD use Interfaces or Reference Points?


Reference Points explicitly enumerate the two end points of a communication relationship whereas interfaces specify how to access a function without regard for who tries to access the function. It is preferable to use interfaces because this approach permits broader re-use of a function – interfaces allow ANY enabler or resource (e.g., applications) to make use of the function.
Architecture diagrams represent connected components that offer and/or use interfaces. Interfaces are specified and exposed by enablers and can be invoked by any resource. Reference Points depict a concrete usage of interfaces by two components in an architecture diagram.
Section 5 text MUST identify the interfaces that the enabler and its components expose.  The text MAY also identify which other enablers or components use those interfaces and the associated reference point.   For example, “Component X exposes interfaces A, B, C.  Interface A is used by component Y in this enablers through reference point RP-1 and by enablers M and N through reference points RP-2 and RP-3.”
When lines are drawn between 2 components of an architecture diagram, the lines identify specific reference points in that architecture, i.e. the specific use of a component's interface by another component. RP's consist of none or any number of interfaces offered by any of the two connected components (see also OMA Dictionary for definition of RP). This implies that there must be no more than one RP (straight line) between each pair of components. If none of the interfaces of a RP is standardized, the RP line shall be drawn with a dotted line.


OMA’s root Architecture Document - the OMA Service Environment [OSE] –uses interfaces rather than Reference Points. 

See the Appendix C Reference Points versus Interfaces of [OSE] for more information on this subject.>
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