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1 Reason for Contribution

Some ADs, especially ones done by the ARC WG, have included “Interfaces to Other Resources” in the architecture figure and in the section about “Other Components and Interfaces”.  Such material is not helpful in an AD, and is in fact, misleading about the enabler specification.  This information should NOT be included in ADs.
2 Summary of Contribution

This contribution explains why ADs should not include references to “interfaces to other resources” nor to the components accessed this way.
3 Detailed Proposal

ADs should explain the key elements of the technical specification that is going to be produced (1) as a first step by the technical work group towards that goal and (2) as a summary of the technical specification so other interested parties (such as other OMA work groups, enabler implementers, SP deployment people) will know what the enabler does and how to make use of the enabler (e.g., for re-use purposes).   Hence, per the AD template and Best Practices, the AD defines the components of the enabler and the interfaces used to access the enabler and make use of its functions.  
The Dependency section of the AD is intended to identify the enablers that are re-used by this enabler in able to accomplish its prescribed functions, e.g., Presence and XDMS are re-used by PoC and IM.  The only resources that should be in the dependency section are those that will be explicitly identified in the technical specification as performing functions needed by the enabler.  Likewise, the figure and other normative parts of the AD should only identify resources that will be explicitly identified in the technical specification.  If the rule is anything other than this, then a reader would not know anything about what the technical specification will require of an implementation.  The point is that if we include “interfaces to other resources” then we are doing a disservice to readers – first, the reader does not know which other resources might be accessed/used (“other”?) and second, there is no required support in an enabler implementation for invoking/calling/using these other resources.  In fact, any such invoking/calling/using is performed (in the case of PEEM, GPM, CBCS) by the policy language that has to explicitly identify the resource and invocation/calling mechanism.  Nothing in the enabler or an enabler implementation actually does anything with the “other resources” – the specification won’t describe how or when to access the other resource, and the implementation of the specification would not do it either.
An enabler implementation may add other unspecified functions above and beyond what is in the enabler specification.  Likewise a service could be built by extending what is required by the enabler specification.  If we allow the AD to include outgoing interfaces to “other resources” and describe these “other resources” in the Dependency section, then ALL ADs should have these elements as part of each and every component in each enabler because they equally well could access “other resources”.
4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

ADs should not include references to “interfaces to other resources” in figures nor in normative parts of the ADs.  The PEEM AD can continue to have such material because of its informative and educational aspects, but other ADs such as GPM or CBCS should have such material removed.  If deemed necessary by ARC, I will submit explicit text for the BP document to reflect this recommendation.
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