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1 Overview
The OMA Architecture working group (ARC) kindly wishes to thank the GSMA 3rd Party Access initiative for the comprehensive response to our LS (OMA-LS_765-from_ARC_to_GSMA_Access_on_3rd_Party_Access_Project-20081105-A) sent on November 11 2008.
When studying the response about the work done inside of your initiative, we find it encouraging that you are investing your expertise and time in the process towards development of 3rd party access interfaces to telecom enablers; your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
The OMA ARC has ongoing discussions on evolving Parlay X specifications, such defining RESTful bindings for Parlay X Web Services.

At the same time we found your response causing some mild concern regarding the planned output from your initiative inside of our group. On the one hand we read that you are not developing any specifications but rather identifying and documenting a subset of existing Parlay X specifications to promote developers to use them. 
On the other hand you state that your intentions are to provide a framework and an API package, via a public portal where developers can access them. We would like to further explore with you to understand whether there may be a potential conflict in these two statements.
2 Proposal

The OMA ARC WG would encourage the GSMA (3rd Party Access) to continue and finalizes the valuable analysis and distillation work of the Parlay X specifications that has been started at your forthcoming meetings. 


OMA recognizes and acknowledges that both OMA as well as GSMA have an important role to play in the area of Telecom API's and Web Services. GSMA in looking at deployment considerations and outreach to the developer community, and OMA in the development and specification of standards and their profiles. OMA ARC perceives the risk that publishing parts of specifications being maintained or developed in other organisations could potentially result in different versions being made available to the developer community. In terms of publications by either organization, careful consideration has to be given to the unified message to the industry. Therefore, OMA ARC kindly asks the GSMA to clearly indicate that their publications are not to be considered standards specifications, and that proper references to the OMA specifications for Parlay X are included.

The OMA ARC proposes, and enthusiastically invites the GSMA (3rd Party Access) to participate in person in forthcoming OMA meeting(s), as well as through the LS process on the development of 3rd Party access specifications based on Parlay X specifications inside of the OMA. 
OMA would also like to initiate a dialogue on best practices for making material available to the developer community outside of our respective organisations on this topic; we believe that the best tool for this activity would be in form of a joint meeting.

3 Requested Action(s)

The GSMA (3rd Party access) is kindly invited to share any requirements, distillations and/or analysis on 3rd party access to network capabilities as input to the OMA ARC WG at the stage when GSMA (3rd Party access Project) finds this convenient. The OMA ARC also invites the GSMA for discussions about best practices on making material on this topic available outside our respective organisation, preferably through a joint meeting.
4 Conclusion

The OMA ARC wishes to thank you for your commitment and looks forward to a fruitful cooperation with the GSMA (3rd party access Project). Your participation and patience in this process is greatly appreciated.
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