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Mobile Broadcast Services SWG Charter

1. Description and Goals

The Mobile Broadcast Services Group is a sub-working group of the Browser and Content (BAC) Working Group.  As such, it is chartered under and reports to BAC. The Mobile Broadcast Services SWG will use BCAST as its tag.

The BCAST SWG will examine possible mobile broadcast services and the environments needed for their delivery. The term "Mobile Broadcast Services" refers to a broad range of broadcast services, which jointly leverage the unidirectional one-to-many broadcast paradigm and the bi-directional unicast paradigm in a mobile environment. Thus, it covers one-to-many services ranging from classical broadcast to mobile multicast. The activities of the BCAST SWG will consider a broad set of stakeholders from various industries, the varied business links between them and may take into account any existing infrastructure. 

Based on this framework the implications on service and client provisioning, network infrastructure, and terminals must be identified. The group will define the set of necessary enablers for mobile broadcast services, including but not limited to service discovery, electronic program/service guides, charging and content/service protection. These enablers must be bearer independent in order to be useful for a diverse and heterogeneous infrastructure. The specifications must ensure the interoperability of various components.

2. Scope

The proposed work will involve several groups in OMA and may require development of new service enablers.  This may involve development of broadcast/multicast specific technologies by the BCAST SWG.

The new mobile broadcast services may involve enhancements or extensions to existing technologies being developed by other groups in OMA as they are made broadcast capable. The BCAST SWG will coordinate this work across OMA groups to avoid overlapping activities working at different aims. In these cases, the BCAST SWG may contribute requirements or other technical expertise to those efforts as they progress in the affected groups.

BCAST will also engage with the groups progressing related work by other groups outside OMA. For these groups existing outside OMA, liaison procedures will be utilized.

3. Criteria for Success

The success of the BCAST SWG is measured by:

· The ability of the OMA application technologies to meet the goals of OMA and evolve with new user and business requirements in the field of mobile broadcast services

· The timeliness in initiating and delivery of appropriate new and updated technologies within the scope of assigned approved work item(s) enabling mobile broadcast services.

· The consistency, completeness, and conformance (as defined by the IOP group) of the specifications for which the BCAST SWG is responsible 

· The maintenance of the specifications for which the BCAST SWG is responsible (timeliness in identifying and solving problems, conflicts, and challenges)

· The timeliness in integrating existing related mobile broadcast technologies from organizations consolidating with OMA, thereby ensuring an effective and speedy migration path.

4. Duration

The BCAST SWG is expected to exist while there are new features to be specified within its scope and while the maintenance of its specifications is required and supported.  The BCAST SWG existence is dependent on the work assigned and participation support achieved to pursue its completion and is ultimately at the discretion of BAC.

5. Resource Requirements

The BCAST SWG requires web pages (portal), email list, teleconference bridge, liaisoning support and staff support from OMA and members to permit representatives to donate their time and expertise to further the work of the BCAST SWG’s activities, and related IOP activities within OMA.

No guarantee of commitment level for member participation is required (e.g. percentage of working time).  However, members are encouraged to permit their representatives to donate as much time as possible to advance the work of the group as quickly as possible and with the best quality possible.

6. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

The BCAST SWG has overlaps and desires to cooperate with a number of external organizations, a non-exhaustive listing includes:

· DVB (work on IP Datacast over DVB-H)

· IETF - MMUSIC WG and RMT WG

· 3GPP (work on MBMS)

· 3GPP2 (work on BCMCS)

· MPEG-7 / 21

Where necessary, liaison relationships will be requested to be established with the above or additional external fora.

7. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

The BCAST SWG’s work will require coordination and cooperation with other OMA activities including:

· Within BAC WG –engage with BAC and its other sub-groups

· With other OMA WGs –engage with other OMA WGs (e.g. Requirements, Architecture, Security, IOP) in work needed to accomplish its activities

· With the OMA Technical Plenary and its Committees –engage with TP (nominally through the offices of BAC) on such activities as: Work Items and WISPRs; Liaison Relationship Requests; Liaisons; Periodic Status Reporting; Approvals of Technical Work; and Process related issues

8. Meetings and Communication

The BCAST SWG will communicate through normal approaches such as Technical Plenary Meetings, Interim Meetings, regularly scheduled telephone conferences, Web Pages and Mailing List.

The BCAST SWG’s web site has information on the mailing list and conference call schedule.

9. Membership

The BCAST SWG is open to all OMA Sponsor, Full and Associate member companies.
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