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1 Reason for Contribution

I raised concerns with the amendments to the REL process as proposed in OMA-REL-2005-0111R06 via the REL reflector on 25th August, 2005, and this input submits them as a contribution.
2 Summary of Contribution

There must be an approval of either the final evaluation report and conditions (and verifying that they are fulfilled), or a full technical approval of the contributed material by TP.  The current draft has removed the full technical approval of the contributed material by TP (i.e. the back-end), and thus in order to ensure the technical integrity of the affiliate’s materials TP members must approve the revised and final Evaluation Report sent to the Board (i.e. the front-end).

3 Detailed Proposal

The body of my 25th August, 2005 e-mail is as follows:-
I think this is a much improved version from Dwight, but there are serious faults in that it does not address the need to modify the process of the Evaluation Report if TP members are prevented from exercising their right to a technical approval of the contributed material: I raised these problems on Monday however they have not been adequately addressed.  The proposed text in R6 puts the Technical Plenary Officers in an extremely difficult situation of over-riding and ignoring TP members' legitimate technical concerns resulting in potential conflict between the TP and Board which must be avoided, and as such the proposed text is I'm afraid unacceptable.  

TP members must not be disenfranchised from approving or revising the conditions of the evaluation report sent to the Board, if there is not to be a technical approval by TP of the subsequently submitted materials.  There MUST either be an approval of either the final evaluation report conditions (and verifying that it is fulfilled), or a full technical approval of the contributed material by TP.

I therefore propose changes as follows:-

- section 5.10.2

I propose re-drafting the final 2 paragraphs (commencing with "As with any negotiation..." and ending with "...be clearly identified") as follows:

"

As with any negotiation, the conditions or terms of agreement set by the Technical Plenary may create issues affecting the ability of the OMA Board of Directors completing the affiliation.  In such cases, the Technical Plenary SHALL be advised of the difficulties and presented with any counter-offer of the conditions in the evaluation report.  In seeking to resolve the issues, the Technical Plenary will review the counter-offer of the conditions in the evaluation report and propose changes as may be necessary.  There may be iterations of this step.

The resulting amended terms and conditions of the evaluation report SHALL be approved by Technical Plenary before they are submitted to the Board of Directors.

"

- section 5.10.3

I propose re-drafting the paragraph (commencing with "If the material contributed..." and ending with "...the exception procedure") as follows:

This section needs to explicitly state that the contributed materials SHALL be checked to verify they are consistent with the TP-approved "offer", and that if they are not then the TP MAY decide not to accept the contribution or communicate further with the BoD on the affiliation to interact with the affiliate.

"

If the material contributed to OMA by the affiliate differs from the conditions in the Technical Plenary approved evaluation report, the Technical Plenary SHALL consider and reach a view on whether to accept the contributed material.  In the event that the Technical Plenary agrees to accept the different version of the affiliate materials, the Technical Plenary SHALL advise the OMA Board of Directors.  In the event that the Technical Plenary does not agree to accept the different version of the affiliate materials, the Technical Plenary SHALL advise the OMA Board of Directors and propose a way forward.

"

As R6 is a substantially changed late submission, my understanding is that it is not up for approval in today's meeting, and I formally object to its current contents.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

It is proposed that REL takes the above into consideration.
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