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1 Reason for Contribution

A first version of the OMA API Inventory was put online for trial and comments a few months ago.  This resulted in a wealth of feedback that resulted in several improvements of the Inventory.  
At this stage the Inventory lists all OMA APIs with links to the most recent version of their Technical Specification document.  However, the Inventory does not provide information on older versions of the APIs, whether still maintained by OMA or historic.
This document contains a simple proposal to add API versioning information in the OMA API Inventory.
R01: Taking into account comments from REL and from ARC (in particular Uwe Rauschenbach)
2 Summary of Contribution

In the inventory published at the URI http://www.openmobilealliance.org/API/APIsInventory.aspx, each entry should lead to a short page with a description of the API and its available versions.  Section 3 describes in more detail the contents of this information page to be added for each API.
3 Detailed Proposal

To address API versioning, a short information page should be added for each API containing:
· A short (one-paragraph) explanation of the API, the group of APIs it belongs to, and its relationship to other APIs with similar names or functionality, if applicable.

· A link to a page with more detailed information about the API and the group of APIs it belongs to. Its contents could be derived from the RD or other documents that contain information about the API.  For example, the NGSI RD contains quite comprehensive and readable information about the scope of the NGSI APIs and their relationship to Parlay X.  This sort of information would be very useful to developers trying to navigate the different APIs with similar names and functions.
· A link to the latest (current) version of the API that the developers should use.
· Links to previous versions of the API.  If they are versions that are still maintained by OMA, the links should lead to the TS of that version.  In case of obsolete versions, the link should lead to a page explaining when and why the version was made obsolete (again, this could be a pop-up).
· Links to supporting files, common definitions and other specifications on which this API depends.
· A link to a subscription channel for receiving updates on this API, which can be implemented as an automatic e-mail notification service or an RSS feed, or both. The implementation details are outside the scope of this document. The subscription channel should preferably allow developers to subscribe also to notifications for groups of APIs. For example, a developer could be interested in receiving notifications for updates to any Parlay X API, not just one of its individual APIs.
The following is an example of what an information page with versioning information for a single API could look like, using fictitious names and document identifiers:
	[image: image1.png]


  Home   [image: image2.png]


  Technical information   [image: image3.png]


  API Inventory   [image: image4.png]


  Foo

	Foo Extended Ball Control
The Foo Extended Ball Control API provides functions to kick, drive, chip and bend soccer balls from an application, and belongs to the Foo group of API specifications.  The purpose of the Foo group of APIs is to provide interfaces to control the elements of a soccer game such as players, arbiters, public, ball and weather conditions.  The Foo Extended Ball Control API extends the Bar Ball Control API by providing additional functionality to make the ball invisible.
( More about Foo APIs
Current version

( V3.1: OMA-TS-Foo_ Ball_Control-V3_1-20111208-C  Candidate  (published 8/12/2011)
Previous versions

( V3.0: OMA-TS-Foo_ Ball_Control-V3_0-20110701-C  Candidate  (published 1/7/2011)
( V2.0: OMA-TS-Foo_ Ball_Control-V2_0-20101128-A  Approved  (published 28/11/2010)
( V1.0: OMA-TS-Foo_ Ball_Control-V2_0-20100129-H  Obsolete
Supporting material
( Common definitions for Foo APIs: OMA-TS-Foo_Common-V2_0-20100803-C 
( WSDL file for Foo Extended Ball Control API V3.1: foo_soap-v3_1.wsdl
( Subscribe to updates to this API.




The download procedure for each document should remain unchanged, i.e. clicking on one of the document links should lead the user first to a copyright page, where he or she should mark “I Agree” before being able to access the document.

Note that the implementation of a subscription channel would imply Forapolis resources that would have to be budgeted, and would therefore require approval within OMA.

4 Intellectual Property Rights

Members and their Affiliates (collectively, "Members") agree to use their reasonable endeavours to inform timely the Open Mobile Alliance of Essential IPR as they become aware that the Essential IPR is related to the prepared or published Specification.  This obligation does not imply an obligation on Members to conduct IPR searches.  This duty is contained in the Open Mobile Alliance application form to which each Member's attention is drawn.  Members shall submit to the General Manager of Operations of OMA the IPR Statement and the IPR Licensing Declaration.  These forms are available from OMA or online at the OMA website at www.openmobilealliance.org.

5 Recommendation

REL is kindly requested to discuss and agree this proposal.  If so requested, the author could try to provide an example like the one above, but for a real API with real data.
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