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1. Description and Goals

The Browsing and Content Working Group [BAC] is a Working Group chartered by and reporting directly to the OMA Technical Plenary. 

BAC is specifically chartered to be responsible for base content types, including the semantics and such user agents, behaviour and programming interfaces as is necessary to use such content types, render them and interact with the browser user agent, with the intention of enabling the creation and use of data services on mobile hand held devices, including mobile telephones, pagers and PDAs.

BAC's focus is on, but not limited to, the use of network-centric application models with both strong architectural ties to, and leveraging the technology of, the World Wide Web.

2. Scope

The scope of BAC’ work is the specification of  base content types, including the semantics and such user agents, behaviour and programming interfaces as is necessary to use such content types, content rendering and the browser user agent. 

BAC’s scope currently includes  the following areas :

· Content types - definition of base content types (syntax and semantics) within OMA, e.g. XHTMLMP, ESMP, WCSS, WML, WMLScript, SMIL, pictograms, download descriptor, Rights expression languages, etc.,

· Rendering – the interpretation and presentation of content,

· Browsing – the processing models and associated behaviour when rendering content in the context of the browser, including the use of the session protocols, and its extensions, e.g. EFI,

· Related HTTP technologies e.g. PUSH, URI schemes, HTTP caching and state management, Download, content optimisation and profiles (WBXML and UAPROF), 

· Standard Transcoding interface

· User agents - semantics and processing models to ensure a consistent programming models, e.g. DRM, Download, etc.

BAC will use the procedures and processes of the OMA to achieve its goals through the generation and handling of work items, and the creation and maintenance of related specifications including end-of-life, any replacement and appropriate transitioning. BAC shall determine the need for, and manage any sub-groups to accomplish the assigned work in a timely manner including cessation when the work is complete or no longer needed, and any such sub-groups will have charters that inherit the scope of BAC but which cannot exceed that of BAC itself.

3. Criteria for Success

The success of BAC is measured by:
· The ability of the OMA application technologies to meet the goals of OMA and evolve with new user and business requirements.
· The timeliness in initiating and delivery of appropriate new and updated technologies within the scope of the approved work items.
· The consistency, completeness, and conformance (as defined by the IOP group) of the specifications for which BAC is responsible. 
· The maintenance of the specifications for which BAC is responsible (timeliness in identifying and solving problems, conflicts, and challenges)
· The timeliness in integrating existing related technologies from organizations consolidating with OMA, thereby ensuring an effective and speedy migration path.
4. Duration

BAC is expected to exist while there are new features to be specified within its scope and while the maintenance of its specifications is required. BAC may be ceased at any time by the Technical Plenary.

The life of a BAC sub-group may be more limited, e.g. for as long as it takes to complete the specification activity, and is at the discretion of BAC.

5. Schedule and Deliverables

BAC’s schedule and deliverables will be determined by the assignment of work items, by the Technical Plenary. 

For each work item and release it is expected that BAC, directly or through its sub-groups shall produce 

· details of planned deliverables

· documented requirements, architecture and detailed specifications or document, these being documented in either separate documents or within a common document as outlined in the planned deliverables and in accordance with the processes of OMA.  

· Regular status reports and planning information to the Technical Plenary. 

6. Resource Requirements

BAC and it subgroups require web pages (portal), email list, teleconference bridge liaisoning support and staff support from OMA and members to permit representatives to donate their time and expertise to future the work of BAC’s activities. 

No guarantee of commitment level for member participation is required, e.g. percentage of working time. However, members are encouraged to permit their representatives to donate as much time as possible to bring new functions to market as quickly as possible and with the best quality possible.

7. LIAISON/COLLABORATION with External Organisation

BAC has overlaps and desires to cooperate with a number of external organizations, a non-exhaustive listing includes:

· WorldWide Web Consortium [W3C] – for its Internet content specifications and architectures

· Internet Engineering Task Force [IETF] – for its Internet technologies where appropriate to OMA

· ECMA TC39 – for its ECMAScript languages

· ETSI, 3GPP, 3GPP2, etc – for their work in enabling applications in mobile handsets, 

· RIAA, IFPI, for their work in the recording industry

· Etc.

Individual BAC sub-groups will state the specific organizations they expect to overlap and cooperate with.

Cooperation with external organizations will utilize any liaisoning/cooperation vehicles open to OMA working groups, e.g. cooperation agreements, Non-Disclosure agreements (one- or two-way) and cooperation frameworks.

8. Coordination with Other OMA Activities

BAC’s work will require coordination and cooperation with other OMA activities. BAC will coordinate with the following OMA groups: 

· Internally within BAC, i.e. BAC and its sub-groups and inter sub-group,

· BAC and other OMA groups, e.g. the Architecture Group, Security group etc.

· BAC and the OMA Technical Plenary on the approval of work items arising within the group, charters, etc., and process related issues,
9. Dependencies to OMA Specifications

The dependency on other specifications depends on the actual activity. 

Any work item being developed by BAC may have dependencies on the specifications, whether existing or work in progress, or other groups within OMA or externally. Dependencies on future or work in progress specifications will be clearly communicated and release timed appropriately. 

10. Meetings and Communication

BAC will communicate through normal approaches such as Technical Plenary Meetings, Interim Meetings, regularly scheduled telephone conferences, Web Pages and Mailing List.

BACs web site has information on the mailing list and conference call schedule.

11. Membership

BAC and its sub-groups are open to all Sponsor, Full and Associate members.

History of thIs document

	Reference
	Date
	Description

	
	
	

	
	12th November 2003
	Reviewed and approved by BAC with comments addressed

	
	28th October 2003
	Migration from 1st October 2002 version for MAG to new template

Update to reflect changes from MAG to BAC.

Update to make more concise and align with current OMA practices.


NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (WHETHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED) ARE MADE BY THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE OR ANY OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE MEMBER OR ITS AFFILIATES REGARDING ANY OF THE IPR’S REPRESENTED ON THE “OMA IPR DECLARATIONS” LIST, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS, VALIDITY OR RELEVANCE OF THE INFORMATION OR WHETHER OR NOT SUCH RIGHTS ARE ESSENTIAL OR NON-ESSENTIAL.

THE OPEN MOBILE ALLIANCE IS NOT LIABLE FOR AND HEREBY DISCLAIMS ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, PUNITIVE, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR EXEMPLARY DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF DOCUMENTS AND THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE DOCUMENTS.

USE OF THIS DOCUMENT BY NON-OMA MEMBERS IS SUBJECT TO ALL OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE USE AGREEMENT (located at http://www.openmobilealliance.org/UseAgreement.html) AND IF YOU HAVE NOT AGREED TO THE TERMS OF THE USE AGREEMENT, YOU DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO USE, COPY OR DISTRIBUTE THIS DOCUMENT.

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED ON AN "AS IS" "AS AVAILABLE" AND "WITH ALL FAULTS" BASIS.

© 2003 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 1 (of 4)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-Charter-20030824]

© 2003 Open Mobile Alliance Ltd.  All Rights Reserved.
Page 2 (of 4)
Used with the permission of the Open Mobile Alliance Ltd. under the terms as stated in this document.
[OMA-Template-Charter-20030824]

